Dear Editor:

Reference is made to a Sept. 5th article in the Burns Times Herald about the Big Loop Contest.  I would like to offer my version of what took place.


Art Seal was visiting with Herman Oliver, a Grant County Cattleman, and during the conversation, Herman made the remark that Harney County was the biggest county, had the biggest hay stacks and throwed the biggest loop (when roping) of any county in the State of Oregon.  Seals agreed with everything, but was not sure about Harney County being able to throw the biggest loops.


The result of this discussion was that a contest would be held between Malheur, Harney and Grant Counties.  There were four teams chosen from each county.  From Malheur County, there was Art Seal and his son Buck; Jack Staples and Frank Maher; Joe Swisher and Tim Mills; Charley Chapman and Denny Jones.  From Harney County, there was Joe Fine and Warren McClean; Bill and Ross Thompson; Howard Otley and Eldon Catterson; Jiggs Catterson and Dan Opie.  I Do not remember the names of the four teams from Grant County.


The first contest was held during the Harney County Fair in 1955. Charley Chapman and I won this contest.  We each received $60.00. The next contest was held in Malheur County during the 1956, 4th of July rodeo.  Charley Chapman did not want to rope any more, so Buck Miller roped with me.  We won and received a silver belt buckle.


In 1957 and 1958 the contest was also held in Vale, during the 4th of July rodeo.  Buck and I won the 1957 contest and received a silver belt buckle.  Malheur County did not win in 1958.


The next contest was held in Burns during the Harney County Fair where Howard Otley and Eldon Catterson won.


The contest was then moved to Jordan Valley where it changed and they started roping horses.  This is how the big loop contest happened.  I do not have any more statistics to offer since they started roping horses.



Yours truly,



Denny Jones



137 S.W. 18th Street



Ontario,  OR  97914



541-889-8348

