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Puncturevine Briefly: Puncture vine is a noxious weed some-

times called "goathead." It's a low-growing, mat-

forming plant with small leaflets and one-half inch 

wide yellow flowers. Trailing stems may reach one 

to six feet long in the summer. Hard spiny burs 

about one-half inch wide develop after flowering. 

These burs, which can easily puncture bicycle tires 

or a Gardener's skin, contain seeds. 

Control 
 

It is important to control puncture vine stands   

before they produce flowers and seeds.  
 

Cultural: Healthy desirable plant competition can 

out compete puncturevine where soil conditions al-

low. 
 

Mechanical: Hoeing, pulling, and digging can de-

plete puncturevine infestations.  If  done after flow-

ering, make sure the seeds are not dislodged and 

that the plants are bagged and thrown away.   
 

Mowing is not effective because of the prostrate 

growth pattern of the plant.  
 

 

Chemical Treatment:  

2,4-D: Seedlings, will need to retreat when new 

seedlings emerge. 

Glyphosate: Seedlings, will need to retreat when 

new seedlings emerge. 

Telar: Late Fall or Late Winter. 

Dicamba: Seedling 

Krovar: Apply before weeds emerge 
 

Always read and follow label directions 

on any chemicals.   
 

Itôs the law! 

Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris) AKA goathead, 

bullhead, caltrop, tackweed, ground burnut, Texas 

sandbur or Mexican sandbur.   
 

Life Span: Summer annual. 
 

Origin: Mediterranean region of  Europe and Africa.  
 

Growth Characteristics: A warm season prostrate 

annual that forms dense mats up to 5 feet across.    
 

Flowers: Five pedal bright yellow flowers are borne 

from the leaf axial. 
 

Fruits/Seeds: Fruit consist of 5 sections which, at 

maturity break into tack-like structures with sharp 

sometimes curving spines.  Each section has 2 to 4 

seeds. 
 

Leaves: Opposite, hairy, divided into 4 to 8 pairs of 

leaflets, each 1/4 to 1/2 inch long and oval. 
 

Stems: Branch from the base and form leaf axils and 

are slender and hairy. 

Roots: Slender, woody taproot. 
 

Soils: Widespread. 
 

Ecological Adaptations: Puncturevine produces 

sharply pointed burs that stick painfully in bare feet 

and cause bicycle flats, reducing the recreational po-

tential of many areas. Even light truck tires can be 

punctured by seeds. 
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